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Dear Friend of the Italian Festival,

Columbia’s Bella Italia Lodge 2808 - Sons of Italy in America is pleased to present its 4th Annual Italian Festival & Bocce Tournament on Saturday October 22, 2011, in downtown Columbia beginning at the 1400 block of Main St. Festivities will begin at 10:00 am and end at 10:00 pm. The festival is open to the public with free admission and all city parking garages are available to our visitors. Our festival, which has grown each year, attracted an estimated 20,000 visitors last year. Our lodge is very excited about this. A glance at the 2011 Italian festival program of events and activities is provided in the enclosed brochure.

The Italian Festival, which is our major fundraiser, supports our lodge mission of “CHARITY: Giving back to the Community”. The festival provides opportunity to also promote awareness of Columbia’s Bella Italia Lodge 2808, which is enjoying a growing membership. Since the first year festival in 2008, the lodge has been able to provide monetary contributions and donations of goods to several local, state and international charities and humanitarian initiatives.  Also, lodge members provide in-kind services to schools and other entities for special cultural and international programs.

Like most festivals we, too, are reaching out to local businesses and companies for sponsorships, whether gifts of cash, products and/or services that contribute toward the success of the festival.  We’d like to extend an invitation for your company to also inquire about involvement in sponsoring our bocce tournament that is held in conjunction with the festival. Bocce is fun, competitive and easy to learn. The sponsor form, with types of sponsorships and giving levels, is provided in the enclosure.  Any sponsorship will earn your company advertisement and recognition on-site at the festival, i.e. the festival program, signs and banners. 

Thank you for your consideration to be a festival sponsor. Whether you are able to assist us this year or not, I do urge you to attend the festival.  You, your colleagues, family and friends are guaranteed a wonderful and memorable time.

Sincerely,

Nick D. Pizzuti

Festival Chair

Telephone 803-600-3720

Enclosure (1)

